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The Groveland Community Services District was 
formed in 1953 as a California Special District. The 
District was authorized to conduct the collection and 
distribution of water and wastewater as well as provide 
fire protection, public recreation, and other services. 
 
The GCSD water treatment facility is located in 
Groveland, CA, ½ mile north of Hwy 120 on Ferretti 
Road. It encompasses an area of more than 200 acres of 
oak, pine, and willow habitat. The property has three 
water storage ponds used in the various stages of 
wastewater processing.  
 
The land is home to many different species of wildlife 
and wildflowers. Over half of the 216 birds known to 
have been seen in all of Tuolumne County have been 
seen on this facility. Bears, deer, coyotes and many 
smaller mammals can also be found here. 
 
The first serious birding at GCSD began in November, 
2007, when Jeanne Ridgley asked permission to scout 
the property prior to the 2007 Groveland Christmas 
Bird Count. Almost all of the data used to build this 
checklist comes from Jeanne’s frequent visits 
throughout the last four years. 
 
The first bird identified was a male Barrow’s 
Goldeneye. Since then many uncommon and rare birds 
have been found, creating considerable interest among 
the “county” birders. These include Snow Goose, 
Northern Pintail, Redhead, White-faced Ibis, Great-
tailed Grackle, and Evening Grosbeak. 
 

 
Abundance Symbols 
a – abundant species  
c – common; certain to be seen in proper habitat 
u – uncommon; present but not certain to be seen 
o – occasionally seen 
r – rarely seen (intervals of 2 to 5 years) 
x – accidental; outside of normal species range 
* - species known or presumed to nest here 
 
For more information about GCSD go to www.gcsd.org 
. To see the latest seasonal data being gathered in Excel 
format go to http://www.whzerd.com/GCSD/bird.htm . 
 
For more information about visiting GCSD contact: 
 
Jeanne Ridgley at jeanneridgley1@sbcglobal.net 
Bill Zachman at whzerd@sonnet.com 
 
All visitors must check in through the office. 
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COMMON NAME                  J F M A M J J A S O N D 
WATERFOWL                   
Snow Goose                x  
Canada Goose * a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Wood Duck * u c c c c c c c c u o u 
Gadwall  o o   o         o o o 
American Wigeon  c c c u         u u u 
Mallard * a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Cinnamon Teal    o o             
Northern Pintail                x  
Green-winged Teal o o o r            r 
Redhead        x  x        
Ring-necked Duck  u c c c c       o o u 
Lesser Scaup                   x 

Bufflehead  a a a a a     u a a a 
Barrow’s Goldeneye o o o           o o 
Common Goldeneye u u u u             
Common Merganser  r r r r r        r r 
Ruddy Duck  c c c c            r 

                   
GROUSE, TURKEY AND QUAIL                   
Wild Turkey       r             
California Quail * c c c c c c c c c c c c 

                   
GREBES                   
Pied-billed Grebe *        r r r r r     
Eared Grebe                r    

                   
PELICANS AND CORMORANTS                   
Double-crested Cormorant       r r       r   r 

                   
BITTERNS, HERONS AND 
EGRETS                   
Great Blue Heron  c c c c c c c c c c c c 
Great Egret  o o   o o o         o 
Green Heron     r     r        

                   
IBIS AND SPOONBILLS                   
White-faced Ibis                x    

                   
VULTURES                   
Turkey Vulture  c c c c u    u u     

COMMON NAME                  J F M A M J J A S O N D 
                   

OSPREY, KITES, EAGLES AND 
HAWKS                   
Osprey              r     
Sharp-shinned Hawk  r          r   r    
Cooper’s Hawk           r    r    
Red-shouldered Hawk  r    r r  r r    r r 
Red-tailed Hawk  a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Golden Eagle                 r  

                   
FALCONS                   
Merlin             u     
Peregrine Falcon             u     

                   
RAILS                   
American Coot r r r r r          r 

                   
AVOCETS AND STILTS                   
American Avocet             x     

                   
PLOVERS                   
Killdeer * a a a a a a a a a a a a 

                   
SHOREBIRDS                   
Spotted Sandpiper       r    r r     
Solitary Sandpiper             r     
Greater Yellowlegs                x    
Western Sandpiper             x     
Least Sandpiper             x     

                   
PIGEONS AND DOVES                   
Band-tailed Pigeon   r r r    r  r r    
Mourning Dove  a a a a a a a a a a a a 

                   
OWLS                   
Great Horned Owl *      r r o r r r     
Northern Pygmy Owl r                 
                   
HUMMINGBIRDS                   
Anna's Hummingbird * r c c c c c c c c c r r 
Rufous Hummingbird            u u     



COMMON NAME                  J F M A M J J A S O N D 
                   

WOODPECKERS                   
Acorn Woodpecker * a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Red-breasted Sapsucker   r                
Nuttall's Woodpecker u  u u   u u u u u u u 
Downy Woodpecker    u u   u    u u u u 
Northern Flicker a c c u u c c c c a a a 
                   
FLYCATCHERS                   
Olive-sided Flycatcher       r  r  r     
Western Wood-Pewee         u u u u     
Black Phoebe * a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Ash-throated Flycatcher *      u c c c        
Western Kingbird *      o c c o        
                   
VIREOS                   
Hutton's Vireo               r    
                   
JAYS, MAGPIES AND CROWS                   
Steller's Jay * a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Western Scrub-Jay * a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Common Raven c u c c c o      o o  
                   
LARKS                   
Horned Lark                  r 
                   
SWALLOWS                   
Tree Swallow      r r  r        
Violet-green Swallow    r u c c r r r     
N. Rough-winged Swallow    c c c c u r       
Cliff Swallow      r r r r        
Barn Swallow    o o o c c o o     

                   
CHICKADEES, NUTHATCHES, 
ALLIES                   
Oak Titmouse c c c c c c c c c c c c 
Bushtit u u u u u c c c c u u u 
Red-breasted Nuthatch      r          r  
White-breasted Nuthatch c c c c c c c c c c c c 
Brown Creeper                r  

                   
WRENS                   
Rock Wren    r              
Bewick's Wren u  u    u    u u u  
House Wren        u u u  u  u  

COMMON NAME                  J F M A M J J A S O N D 
                   

KINGLETS, BLUEBIRDS AND 
THRUSHES                   
Ruby-crowned Kinglet c c u        u c c c 
Western Bluebird * c c c c u  c c c c c c 
Hermit Thrush   o o o         o o o 
American Robin c c c c c c c c c c c c 

                   
DIPPER AND WRENTIT                   
Wrentit   r r r o r   r r  r  

                   
MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS                   
Northern Mockingbird             x     

                   
STARLINGS AND MYNAS                   
European Starling c c c c c a a a a c u c 

                   
WAGTAILS AND PIPITS                   
American Pipit               r   r 
                   
WAXWINGS                   
Cedar Waxwing r r          r r r a 
                   
WARBLERS                   
Orange-crowned Warbler         r   u u u    
Nashville Warbler             r     
Yellow Warbler            r       
Yellow-rumped Warbler r u c c r     r u u r 
Black-throated Gray Warbler            r r r    
Common Yellowthroat      x             
Wilson's Warbler            r r r    

                   
TANAGERS                   
Western Tanager          r r r     

                   
TOWHEES AND SPARROWS                   
Spotted Towhee a a a a a a a a a a a a 
California Towhee * a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Rufous-crowned Sparrow r  r  r     r     
Chipping Sparrow       r             
Lark Sparrow    r              
Savannah Sparrow   r          r r    
Song Sparrow c c c u r r r  c c c c 
Lincoln's Sparrow  r           r r r  
White-crowned Sparrow r    c r     c c c  
Golden-crowned Sparrow  c c c c c       c c c 
Dark-eyed Junco c c u u         c c c 



COMMON NAME                  J F M A M J J A S O N D 
                   

GROSBEAKS AND BUNTINGS                   
Black-headed Grosbeak *      u c c u u u u    
                   
BLACKBIRDS, MEADOWLARKS 
AND ORIOLES                   
Red-winged Blackbird * a a a a a a a a a a c a 
Western Meadowlark             r o r  
Brewer's Blackbird * a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Great-tailed Grackle          x        
Brown-headed Cowbird      r r r r r r     
Bullock's Oriole *      c c c u        
                   
FINCHES                   
Purple Finch r r r r         r    
Cassin's Finch         r          
House Finch * a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Lesser Goldfinch * c c c c c c c c c c c c 
Lawrence's Goldfinch             r  r  
Evening Grosbeak      r             


