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T the Memberz of the Cubifom Swie Assemibhe

Fam simung Assembly Bill 19 beceuse esiabhishing a {ire protection and prevention fes in state
responsiiiiny aress will reduce General Fund costs, and ensure proporty owners in developed
wildland areas pay for o porion of the fire and emergeney responsesorvices they receive,

Ag g result of populmieon mereases snd vrban development m staie regponsthiity aress morecen
decades, thers has been a sipnificant merease in slate costs associated with fire proiection i slase
wildland arzas. This bill recognizes that 2 portion of the costs bome by the sate for wildland Bre
prevertzon and protection services should Be funded by the landdowrners 1o these arcas.

Specificaliv, s bill will establish 2 5150 fire prevention fze on each siructure within stale
responsibibity-areas. The purpose of s bill 18 10 make the necessary stistiory changes o realize
E30 millon of General Fund savings ideniified in the budget bill by allocazing the revenus
venerated fromn tns fee we the Deperment af Fm'&:‘slr‘v and Fire Prodection’s (0AL FIRE s) fire
protectron program, as well 25 5200 mitleon  ongoing General Fund savings.
A (e conststent with the “beneficiery pays principle,” such os the one inended i1 this Bl oan
eclueve siemiicant General Fund savines. However, as cu*‘;cmia' drafied. the revenues may oo
materizlize. 1 am direciing the Department of Finance and CAL FIRE  work witly the
Lemsiature during the remainmy fegisiative session o idt?mzf ¥ Recessary clemn-up langeage o
renlize these revenues,

The budgat bilf invledes provisional language requiring CAL FIRE o convene @ working eroup
consisung af Icgésl‘uwc stail. deparment cxecudive stafl. the Deparinent of Fimanze, the
Legstatve Analyst's Office, and al least two fire chiefs 1o discuss optons for fonwe funding,
ealigmnent and possibie changes n the siaie’s managemen of witdland firefighting, The
working group. guided by the clean-ap legishanon noted sbove. will develop recommendutions to
establish 4 swis responsibiiicy ares fee and address relevant iegal. srogrammatic and
gnplementation issues.
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