Date:_________________
Board of Forestry and Fire Protection

P.O. Box 944246

Sacramento, CA 94244-2460
SUBJECT:
AB 29 – SRA Fees

Dear________________
We/ or I live within the Groveland Community Services District (GCSD). GCSD provides water, sewer, parks, and fire service to its rural customers in the Sierra Foothills.  Our full-time, fully staffed and equipped fire and rescue department is experienced in wild fire and structure fire suppression, as well as most types of rescue operations.  To support this level of fire protection and rescue service, the GCSD Board of Directors, supported by a majority vote of the people within our community, authorized a special assessment of $60 per dwelling unit per year in 2002, and said assessment currently sits at $83.64.  In addition, we have a mutual aid program with Mariposa County, Tuolumne County Fire Department and neighboring fire services. 

The community was distressed to hear that the Governor signed AB 29 on July 7th, authorizing a $150 assessment to support the California Department of Forestry fire service (CAL FIRE), a service that only operates for a portion of the year in our area.  Our rural community cannot afford over $230 in special annual assessments for fire and rescue, in addition to a separate $70 annual ambulance fee that we also pay.  We urge you to initiate and support legislation that would exempt rural property owners from this special state SRA assessment when they are currently supporting a dedicated local fire and rescue program, such as that offered here by GCSD. 
Thank you for your consideration of my/our concerns.
Sincerely,

